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Form 10-300 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE:

(Rev. 6-72) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Washinaton
COUNTY,

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES King KI 20<-
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM FOR NPS USE ONl.Y

F.NTRY O ....TE

(Type all entries . complete applicable sections)

l1iiNAME' :-:;,;'.~-.-, "' ..>" .·'·'Ci( ..": '. - "ii:: . .....j.::';"'0.'"
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. .
COMMON:

Neely, Aaron Senior, Mansion
ANOIOR HISTORIC:

12•.d;OCAT!ON :- " ,.' .'
. .. ;;. .. /.. ..

STREET ....ND NUMBER:

Route 1, Box 880
CITY OR TOWN: CONGRESSIQN,6,L DISTRICT:

Auburn #6 - Honorable Floyd v. Hicks
STATE I CODE COUNTY: CODE

Washinaton I 53 Kina 033
I~""·Ct:ASSIFICATION

. . ,.. ... ·."..'i·······.· i'·."·,· " .'", ,; .. ,"'CiCi
CATEGORY ..

ACCESSIBLEOWNERSHIP ST ATUS
(Check One) TO THE PUBLIC

0 District Q9 Building 0 Public Public Acquisition: IXI Occupied Yes:

0 Site 0 Structure IXI Private 0 In' Proce.s o Unoccupied 0 Restricted

0 Object 0 Both 0 Being Considered o Preservation work 0 Unrestricted

in progress Q9 No

PRESEN T U!;E (Check One or More as Appropriate)

0 Agricultural 0 Government 0 Pork 0 Transportation o Corr,menta
o Commercial 0 Industrial OJJ Private Residence o Other (Spoclty)

0 Educational 0 MiUtary 0 Religious

0 Entertainment 0 Muaeum 0 Scientific

'4: OWNEROFPROPERT.'( . .: "".;' .' ..............,> .'

~ ~rOWNER'S NAME:

( 14" J" ",9 I J lJP-r<: Q,1I.n~/ I ~
~

Neelv •Inc. Ul ~
STREET AND NUMBER: \. C 8-0? q1;;/<..,,;[,.se .. s: ~

Route 1 Box 712 L,,;j,"PAJ ~,
CITY OR TOWN: STATE: -, CODF

Auburn
~;

0'
1~.d.tiQ(;A:OOI'tOFI.EG.AI. DESCRIPTION' -:7"-:7. . ,""" ,,,"';

COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS. ETC: n

Kina Countv Administration 0Buildina cz
ST.REET AND NUMBER: 5" ~

-c
5th & James is

CITY OR TOWN: STATE CODE

Seattle , Washinaton 53
1~,i~g~ESl::~y.,TlQ.t:I (NEXI I~

TITLE OF SURVEY: "zNone ~• ."

0 Federal 0 Stat. 0 County 0 Local < 0DATE OF SURVEY:
Z '"OEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS: C Z< -e• '"" c• '"STREET AND NUMBER:
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CONDITION

(Chock Ono)

o GOod :::O:_F--,.,--;,_-,D!=~Dotor'::i.::'.:::I::.=-d __ -=O=--::RU:::i::n.=-:-----,---=O=--U=-'::'.:::'::-P::•• ::.::d ~
(Check One) (Chock One)

IXl Altered 0 Unalterod 0 Moved !XI Drif,linol Sile

~O"'."'."C"R,..,,"'B"'.--:T,..,H--:.:---=P-:!R"'.-;:.=-.N"'T=--=.=N~D-D--:R""--:C"" N""--:Lc---:-(,"',".-=-nawn) P'H Y 51CAL A P PEA R AN'--:-::C=-.-""--=-='------'''''---'--=--'-------1

The Neely Mansion is a large, two story clapboard building square and
simple in plan but adorned with a number of turned and sawn decorative
details.
Window openings occur regularly on all sides; two appear on either side
of the center doorways on the first and second floors and three, on each
floor of remaining sides of the house. All windows are double hung and
have an entablature and decorated surround. Sawn scrollwork is placed
below each lintel when the inclusion does not interfere with porch roof
lines.
A decorative corbel table separates the first and second stories and

continues as frieze decoration on the front and side porches. The side
porches run the length of the building and are decorated with turned
spindles and posts and sawn brackets with turned knobs. The center porch
continues up into a second floor balcony covered by a cable that projects
into the pyramidal roof of the house. The interior of the boxed, pedi-
rnented cable cornice is filled with diamond pattern shingles and is pene-
trated by a central round window. The cornice detail of the center protic
a boxed cornice with swag frieze detail separated by brackets - continues
as the eave treatment for the body of the house.
The inside of the house is characterized by high ceilings and spacious
rooms. On the lower floor is the kitchen, dining room, parlor, and master
bedroom. The entire upstairs is reserved for more bedrooms. The lower
five feet of the walls in the house are covered with maple paneling while
the remaining portion of wall is white plaster. Lighting in the house
was supplied by candles and oil chandeliers which were hung from_the
ceiling and could be raised and lowered by hand.

Over the years, some structural changes have occurred in the house. Be-
fore World War II electricity was added, and in 1948 it was reshingled,
a new foundation provided, and a concrete base added to the front porch •

Most changes in the appearance of the house have arisen through the
deterioration of the original structure rather than through new construc-
tion. For example, when new, the house was painted white, although this
can hardly be discerned now. The foundation has become uneven, and wood
rot has infiltrated some portions of the house. Most of the rooms are
unused by the tenants presently living in the house and are simply col-
lecting dust and debris.
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PERIOD (Check One or More DOAppropriate)

o Pre.Columbion: 0 16th Cenfury

o 15th Century 0 17th Century
o 20th CGntur.t

~" ,".

~;.' ..•.
~~.:...~
~,;; :~: ··1.' .... , .

rI~';,~·."jL _

o Illth Century
tZI 19th Century

SPEC I FI C O.t.T EISI (It Applicable lind KncW'::q)~~1l,.8~9~4L-. ._-j
.t.RE.t.S 0:: SIGNIFiCANCE (Chock One en More as Appropriate)

Abol ioinar 0 Educati on 0 Pef ltlce l 0 Urban Planning

0 Prehistoric o Engineering 0 Religion/Phi. [1g Other (Speclly)

0 Historic 0 Industry losophy Community
0 Agriculture 0 Invention 0 Science
[]I Architectur. 0 Landscape 0 SCU Ipture
0 A,' ArchiteClur. 0 Socia I/Human-
0 Commerce 0 Literatur. Itarion
0 Communications 0 Militory 0 Theat.r
0 Conservation 0 Music 0 Transportation

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The David Neely family was among the first to arrive in Washington's
Green River Valley. After having made a hazardous overland journey
from Tennessee in 1853, they crossed the Naches Pass and arrived at
Porter's Prairie near Enumclaw in Washington territory. He settled in
Kent and both he and his family both avoided being killed by Indians
who attacked the area in 1855.

David Neely's son Aaron moved to Auburn where he married; and his
daughter Lenore, born early in 1879, becan~ the first white child born
in the area. Soon after her birth, Aaron moved to the present site of
the Neely Mansion which he and a few workmen built in 1894.

Many gala parties were held for friends and neighbors who would spend
the night in the house during shopping excursions to Auburn. On those
occasions, all of the doors on the lower floor would be opened and the
dancing partners would swirl from room to room to the music provided by
the local fiddlers.

The Neely Mansion is significant as a piece of house architecture in
that it demonstrates the effect of readily available manufactured wooden
decorative components on a very basic plan. It is significant also as
an indicator of growing affluence in family areas close to Seattle and
as an important social center for the Green River Valley .
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CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITUDE LONGITUDE

Dogrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Oegreos Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds

• • N47 0 18 .

Bagley, Clarence B. History of King
Publishing Co., Chicago, 1929.

County, Washington. S. J. Clarke

Interviews with Mr. Aaron Neely, Jr.
Tacoma Sunday Ledger - News Tribune, October 23, 1955.

Seattle Times, Monday, August 11, 1958.
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NAME AND TITLE:
.Robert E. Gaines

IOATE •

... ~_..._ .." , n7'
ORGA.NIZATION

Auburn Area Chamber of Conunerce
STREET AND NUMBER:

",. ;

24 B Street

* u.s, GOYERNM~NT PRINTINGOFFICE: 1973_72' ..147/14423 ..1

CITY OR TOWN:

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law

89-665), I hereby nominate this property (or inclusion

in the National Register and certify that it has been

evaluated ecccrdlna to the c..Iterte .and proceoJres set..-, . ~.
forth by the National Park Servrce, The recommended

level of significance of this nomination is:

Notional 0 State 0 Local ~

Name !Jl ,d .L/ rz;('74 '-CA'/
Charles H: Odegaa~

Title Director - Washington State
Parks & Recreation Commission

I hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register. I'

Dlrec,or, Of lice of Archeo'ol1y and HID'Ot'lc Preservation

Date _

A'ITEST:

Keeper 01 The National Register

Date
Date
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No.1 0-301 a UNITED STATES OEPARTMENT OF THE l~lTERIOR STATE

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Washington
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES

COUNTY

King
PROP ERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photograph)
EN TRY NUMBER DATE

COMMON: Neely, Aaron Senior, Mansion
AND/OR HISTORIC:

STREET AND NUMBER:

Route 1, Box 880
CI TV OR TOWN:

Auburn
STATE: CODE COUN TY: I CODE

Washington 53 King I Ujj

i\ ·':i; :i<···;·,····:
PHOTO CREDI T: Ted L. Beach
DATE OF PHOTO: December, 1973

fEGATIVE FILED AT:

city Hall, City of Auburn, 20 IIA" Street N.W. , Auburn
14'< IQfJ~{rlflcAtION ····i;.·: ...:;.;;: :;. ;;; ····...:·:··.·:·:·.:··;;·i··· i' ··.;i. ·)···::.·;·::··i_.
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,.... ··ciF:.·:F
!COMMON: Neely, Aaron Senior, Mansion
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.·,?c':,]

STREET AND NUMBER:

Route 1 Box 880
CITY OR TOWN:

Auburn
STATE: T CCDE ICOUN TV, I CODE

Washington 1 53 I King 1 033
13. l'HOTO REFERENCE , . ,. ?\

PHOTO c ne ct T: Ted L. Beach
DATE OF PHOTO: Decerober, 1973
~EGATIVE FILED AT:

Citv Hall, City of Auburn, 20 IIAII Street N. W. , Auburn
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No. 10-30\0
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE" ,~ITER1OR

STtloTE

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE \'lashington
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES

COUNTY

Kina
PROP ERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY

(Type all entries· attach to or enclose with photograph)
ENTRY NUMBER I :.£.TE

I
\1.'NAME·

IcoMMON: Neely, Aaron Senior, Mansion
IANOfoR HISTORIC:

12, LOCATION
, ,,;,"

stREET AND NUMBER:

Route 1, Box 880
CITY OR TOWN:

Aubum
STATE:

1 CODE ICOUNTY: CODE

Washington r 53 I King 033

\3. "pHOTO REFERENCE »

PHOTO CREDIT: Ted L. Beach
DATE OF F:>HOTO: December, 1973
r'!EGAT1VE FILED AT:

City Hall, City of Aubum, 20 lIAII Street N.W., Auburn
r4. IQENTIFIC~TION
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DESC"RIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC.

Looking .East
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